
 

 

 

Warning 

 

 

The document we are providing you is not an official form. 
Although we try our best to provide you with the most relevant and 
exact information as possible, we cannot guaranty that all the 
information offered here is complete, free of errors, up-to-date or 
adapted to your situation. 

 

This document was prepared by the Centre de justice de proximité 
Grand Montréal (“CJPGM”) to assist you in your undertakings. If you 
require additional legal information, feel free to contact your region’s 
CJP: www.justicedeproximite.qc.ca/en/ 

 
Please note that the lawyers at the CJPGM will not under 
any circumstances: 
 

 Verify, validate or review any of your documents; 
 

 Provide any legal advice, whether regarding your 
chances of success, the strategy you should adopt, or 
any other aspects related to your file. 
 

 

Last updated : 2021-01-01 

http://www.justicedeproximite.qc.ca/
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To better understand your rights, legal advice from a lawyer or notary is often necessary. If 

you are unable to afford such paid services, you can use this guide to conduct your own legal 

research. If you still intend to represent yourself, this guide can serve as a tool to guide you in 

your legal research. 

 

 

Example: While walking on a poorly maintained sidewalk, I slipped and fell. I felt an intolerable 

pain in the upper part of my leg. In the emergency room, the doctor found that I had fractured 

my hip. I even had to have an operation. In addition to all the suffering I am going through, I will 

not be able to work for at least 6 months. 

 

What are my rights? 

 

 

To assert your rights, it is necessary to analyze the legislation, doctrine and jurisprudence.   

1. Legislation consists of laws and regulations. It is the basis of any legal claim.  

2. Doctrine consists of all the texts written by lawyers or academics who comment on and 

explain the current state of the law.  It will help you understand your recourses and the 

criteria applied by the court to compensate you. 

3. Jurisprudence is the body of judgments that deal with a specific subject. In your case, 

you will be looking for judgments that explain in what context a municipality can be held 

liable for a “slip-and-fall” and to what extent injured parties are compensated. 

 

 

 

Warning 

The information presented in this information sheet provides general information on legal research. This 

information does not constitute legal advice. It is strongly recommended that you obtain legal advice. 

LEGAL RESEARCH 
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WHERE TO FIND THIS INFORMATION? 

 

These resources are available free of charge: 

 On the internet (see below) 

 In university libraries (p. 8) 

 

INTERNET 
 

WHAT NOT TO USE? 

 

Anything that can mislead you, such as: 

 Forums and discussion platforms 

 Personal blogs or pages not originating from government agencies 

 Foreign sites. Please note, many sites come from France or the rest of North America. 

Keep in mind that what applies there does not apply here! 

 

WHAT RESOURCES TO USE? 

 

I. Resources to start your research 

The resources below are a good place to start. Usually, they cannot be used in a trial to convince 

the court of your point of view : 

 The websites of various government organizations (CNESST, Retraite Québec, 

Immigration Canada, etc.).  

 Éducaloi.qc.ca also offers an excellent overview on several subjects 

 

II. Resources for further research 

Here are some free, reliable and easy-to-use websites: 

 

Websites Doctrine Legislation Jurisprudence Page 

https://www.caij.qc.ca/en/    4 

https://soquij.qc.ca/fr/english     5 

https://www.canlii.org/en/qc/     6 

https://ccq.lexum.com/w/ccq/en     7 

  

https://soquij.qc.ca/fr/english
https://www.canlii.org/en/qc/
https://ccq.lexum.com/w/ccq/en
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 HOW TO USE THESE SEARCH ENGINES? 

 

Before you start a search, think about the relevant keywords. You can inspire yourself with the 

law or the doctrine. In addition, the writing rules (“AND”, “OR”, etc.) may help you cut down the 

amount of results. Ultimately, you have to look at your problem or your situation and then target 

the keywords. 

 

 

Let's take the previous example: While walking on a poorly maintained sidewalk, I slipped 

and fell. I felt an intolerable pain in the upper part of my leg. In the emergency room, the 

doctor found that I had fractured my hip. I even had to have an operation. In addition to 

all the suffering I am going through, I will not be able to work for at least 6 months. 

 

 

Possible keywords: 

Fall, sidewalk, ice, fracture, hip, storm, liability, compensation, maintenance, city, etc. 

 

Warning ! It will be necessary to operate by "trial and error" to arrive at the relevant results. It is 

recommended to start with few words, and then add more words to limit results. As a general 

rule, the more keywords there are, the less results there will be. 

 

 

 

A little advice for finding relevant decisions:  

 More recent resources should be favored because they are more representative of 

current law. 

 Some court judgments have more weight more than others. However, higher courts 

render fewer judgments. You may therefore find fewer that apply to your situation. Here 

is their general order of precedence: 

Supreme Court of Canada > Court of Appeal > Superior Court > Court of Quebec (Small claims 

and Civil Division) 

 Each search engine described on the following pages uses codes to help you refine your 

searches. They vary according to each site; the information can be found on the various 

websites under tabs entitled "writing rules" or "operators". 

 

How to understand legal language? 

Use a quality legal dictionary (French definitions with English equivalents) : 

https://dictionnairereid.caij.qc.ca/recherche#t=edictionnaire&sort=relevancy 

 

 

 

https://dictionnairereid.caij.qc.ca/recherche#t=edictionnaire&sort=relevancy
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espace.caij.qc.ca (only available in French)  

 

 

 
 

 

   
Choose the types of results you are seeking  (Jurisprudence, 

doctrine, legislation or all three)  

Annotated laws are laws in 
which each article refers to 

judgments or doctrine. 
Very useful to start your research 

(organized by area of law). 

Doctrine.  

Click on this button to see 
how to further your 

search. 

Access to these resources requires a 
paid subscription. 

Type in the words you are searching here. 
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soquij.qc.ca 
The services provided by Soquij are mostly in French. However, there are some transladed 

decisons available on the web site at : https://soquij.qc.ca/fr/services-aux-citoyens/english-

translation  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can search translated 
decisions by the name of 
the Courts and Tribunals 

AND year 

https://soquij.qc.ca/fr/services-aux-citoyens/english-translation
https://soquij.qc.ca/fr/services-aux-citoyens/english-translation
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https://www.canlii.org/en/qc/  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The headings on this tab allow you 
to search for a specific law or 

regulation. 

The sections on this tab allow you 
to search for decisions from a 

specific court. 

The sections on this tab allow you 
to search for decisions of a specific 

administrative tribunal. 

You will be able to do a keyword search 
on the page that opens, and find out if 

the law or regulation is still in force. 

You can, in the “Filter…” bar, enter the name 
of the administrative court that issued the 

decision you want to consult to speed up your 
search. 

You can search 
keywords from all 
databases on the 

website here 

https://www.canlii.org/en/qc/
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https://ccq.lexum.com/w/ccq/en  

 

The Civil Code of Quebec on this website contains annotations. This means that for each 

article of the Civil Code, there are references to judgments that mention that article.

Search for a specific article/section 

Search for a specific 
item 

Click here to access 
jurisprudence citing this 

article. 

Click on the section of the Code that 
interests you to see the details, until 

you can choose the section/article that 
suits you. 

https://ccq.lexum.com/w/ccq/en
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OTHER RELEVANT WEBSITES 

  

Tenant/Landlord law :  

 https://www.tal.gouv.qc.ca/en/decision/summaries-of-decisions: judgments 

grouped by theme and vulgarized in plain language 

 www.caij.qc.ca/dossier/regie-du-logement: (French only) judgments grouped by 

theme 

 

General resources:  

 https://www.justice.gouv.qc.ca/en : Quebec Ministry of Justice. Forms and legal 

information; 

 

 http://www.tribunaux.qc.ca/mjq_en/index.html : Quebec courts (Court of Quebec, 

Superior Court and Court of Appeal); 

 

 https://www.scc-csc.ca/  : Supreme Court of Canada, to find the jurisprudence that 

comes from it. 

LAW LIBRARY 
 

These provide access to many legal resources that you can consult in person: 

 

 Nahum Gelber Law Library of McGill University (ressources in french and english) : 

3660 rue Peel, Montreal (QC) H3A 1W9. 514-398-4715, ext. 00171. 

 

 Library of legal sciences of the University of Quebec in Montreal (UQÀM): Hubert-

Aquin Wing, 400, rue Sainte-Catherine Est, Montreal. Entrance : A-2160, Access 

through the Central Library (A-M100) or by Hubert-Aquin Wing (A-2000), (514) 

987-6184. (Berri-UQÀM subway station) https://uqam-

bib.on.worldcat.org/discovery?lang=en  

  

 University of Montreal Law Library:  Maximilien-Caron Wing 

3101, chemin de la Tour, 4th floor, room 4433, (514) 343-7095. (Côte-des-Neiges 

subway station) https://umontreal.on.worldcat.org/advancedsearch ;  

 

 BANQ - bibliothèque et archives nationales du Québec : 475 Boulevard de 

Maisonneuve Est, Montreal, (514) 873-1100. (Berri-UQÀM subway station) 

http://iris.banq.qc.ca/  

 

 

https://www.tal.gouv.qc.ca/en/decision/summaries-of-decisions
http://www.caij.qc.ca/dossier/regie-du-logement
https://www.justice.gouv.qc.ca/en
http://www.tribunaux.qc.ca/mjq_en/index.html
https://www.scc-csc.ca/
http://www.uqam.ca/campus/images/pav/pavex/pav_a.gif
http://www.uqam.ca/campus/images/pav/pavex/pav_a.gif
https://uqam-bib.on.worldcat.org/discovery?lang=en
https://uqam-bib.on.worldcat.org/discovery?lang=en
http://plancampus.umontreal.ca/montreal/#iw%7C364
https://umontreal.on.worldcat.org/advancedsearch
http://iris.banq.qc.ca/

